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Our fathers thought biologically ; we think psychologically . Ever
since Jevons plunged into the mind of the consumer , and constructed
the theory of final value , economists have tended to be more and
more psychological .

&

Subject for a historical frescoe , to adorn some ante-chamber in the Central
Labour College-" Professor Jevons Plunging into the Mind of a Consumer ."
We must have that picture as a Photogravure Supplement to some future
Christmas Number of the Plebs .

*

"

*

""

""

In the review of A Manual on Essay -Writing in last month's Plebs , we
quoted , among other pieces of good advice to essayists , the authors ' warning
against a too reckless use of metaphor . There is an awful example
of this little weakness in the manifesto issued by the London Trade Unionist
Protest Committee against the new licensing laws . The Committee's activi
ties are first described as a struggle against Prussianism ." A little further
on " Prussianism " becomes the " chains of a Chinese despotism ,” and
still later the " obscurities of a Venetian oligarchy ." Then the darkness
of the Byzantine Empire " is worked in ; and the grand finale comes with
a reference to Russian despotism at its worst ." An impressive list ! But
what had Abdul Hamid , Nero , Herod , Rockefeller , and Murphy done amiss ,

that they should be left out in the cold ?

""

* *

After which , we must find space for a really good metaphor . A recent
issue of the New Statesman contained a description of orthodox economists
which Plebeians will thoroughly appreciate . It deserves a line to itself
and capital letters:

"' CHAPLAINS TO THE PIRATE SHIP ."
It would be hard to improve on that .
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